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Corruption in Nigeria
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Corruption in Nigeria has been a big problem for a long time. In every sector of the economy, it is common to find cases of bribery and nepotism. On the other hand, elections in Nigeria are not wholly placed on democracy as in the past has been associated with a lot of electoral fraud. Since the oil sales began in the 1970s there has been massive corruption where the economic and the financial crimes commission have estimated that over $380 billion have been lost through corruption. Although the current government has put in measures to curb corruption, the fight to corruption still faces a lot of problems and thus is yet to be eliminated. According to the reports released lately by the US state department, it indicates that corruption in Nigeria is still pervasive, widespread and massive. It also highlighted that for a long time there has been a culture of impunity for economic and political crimes. The paper will discuss extensively bribery, level of nepotism and extent of electoral fraud in Nigeria as way to prove the occurrence of corruption cases in the nation.
Bribery
	Despite the country celebrating several decades of independence, bribery seems still to be a big problem in the country. The whole leadership of Nigeria has been associated with mismanagement; severe corruption cases, political bickering and lack of vision all coming from bribery. This has become a main threat to the citizens’ survival in the country where one cannot secure a position unless they bribe the seniors. Coming to the administration of Nigeria, giving of bribes has become a main problem. This comes from the competition that is there in every sector where the society is in turn forced to affirm the obvious. Various probes by different panels in the past have expounded that every regime that comes in power in Nigeria is corrupt in one way or another by influencing the telecommunication channels in the country to destroy evidence (Sutherland, 2018). 
	With giving of bribes being the order of the day in Nigeria, there have been crisis in issues to do with rule of law, national development and welfare of the citizens, governance and legitimacy and application of sustainable democratic order. On the other hand, with bribes being given out day in day out, the country has faced a lot of challenges when it comes to dealing with diseases, eliminating or reducing poverty levels and initiating severe general development challenges in the country (Benedict, 2019). For that reason, bribery in the country has had severe impacts on growth and proper use of the available resources in the country. Despite having huge wealth from oil resources, most of the citizens in Nigeria are still languishing in poverty due to level of bribery in the oil sector. Despite being referred to as giant of Africa, it becomes a paradox since most of the individuals in the country live below $2 a day regardless of having a strong economic, social and political capability.
	After undergoing a period of corrupt military rule, still there remain influential political elites who sit at the top controlling the country’s resources (Sutherland, 2018). For that reason, the influential and educated in the country view the governance of Nigeria as a clear lens to their private survival and in turn enrich themselves. Having a view of getting into the government to initiate national development is never their concern. As a result, due to bribery the centralized political and economic structures in the country have led to some individuals extremely rich while the common citizens are languishing in poverty.


Nepotism
	Nepotism is also part and parcel of life in Nigeria. For instance, the super eagles will never win the world cup since the couch is not left to do their job. Instead, a person sitting at a high position in government directs the couch on which players to pick thus leaving some of the talented behind (Uhara, 2014). In turn after the super eagles losing the match, the coach is sacked due to public uproar claiming that he is underperforming and yet the main problem lies in the level of nepotism in the country.
	On the other hand, looking at politics of Nigeria, they have been wholly consumed by nepotism. It has taken deep roots of the national fabrics and interfered with the sense of cultural co-existence as a country. It is so surprising that the current and previous governments have taken the issue of nepotism lightly not knowing that it could lead to civil war just like what happened in Liberia which the main cause was tribal conflicts. As Chiamogu in his work states, for a long term, one cannot secure a position in the government as it depends on "who knows who". This has left many of the Nigerians who are suitable for running various government positions being left out simply because they cannot be able to connect with those in government.
	Consequently, during elections, high levels of nepotism have been experienced in campaigns. Politicians do not come and sell their manifestos and agendas to the people but instead, lean on certain tribe affiliations. Thus, since tribalism and nepotism have taken root in Nigeria society, many leaders end up being elected simply not because they have favorable solutions to the problems the citizens are facing but because they come from certain tribes (Uhara, 2014). This has been the main reason why most of the Nigerians up to today live below $2 a day. Despite mass education of the public on how to curb nepotism and elect deserving leaders into public positions, several factors in the country have stirred nepotism in Nigeria.
	Some of the fueling factors to high level of nepotism in Nigeria include bad leadership in the current and previous administrations, selfish leaders who are only concerned with their personal interests and not the needs of other people and high level of bribery in the country. According to Chiamogu in his work, there have been high levels of careless utterances from various leaders during campaigns thus polarizing the political issues in the country and leading to political manipulation. For that reason, it comes out clear that the current administration and the future ones must come up with measures to curb nepotism may it be in sports or in the political arena for the development of the country taking in consideration the country has a lot of wealth but only ends up in few hands.
Electoral Fraud
	Electoral fraud has also deepened roots in Nigeria. For instance, the petroleum technology development trust fund was used by President Obasanjo and his vice president to fund their political party’s campaigns. Electoral fraud has been so much intense when it comes to conducting elections where certificates are offered in the base "who knows who" and what are they capable of giving in return without considering the leadership capability of the individual. In addition, for instance, between 2006 and 2007 voter registration, the independent electoral commission admitted that between 25 to 30 percent of the voter register was fictional (Okoosi-Simbine, 2011). This led to various reports of electoral malpractices which were associated with a lot of rigging, falsification of election results forms, stuffing and several threats of violence.
	As a result, due to the international community concern to avoid violence in Nigeria, investigations were conducted to prove the various cases of electoral fraud aforementioned. The evidence given out indicated that in at least 6 states during the elections did not meet the minimum set standards for holding a democratic election in the country (Daxecker et al., 2019). This was so humiliating to Nigeria government despite the claims that democracy prevails in the country and hence resulting in cases of lack of accountability, incompetence, instability and arbitrariness in the political environment. No wonder there is no need to ask why there are extremely rich individuals in Nigeria in big positions in the government and yet they can be able to develop the areas in which they were elected. The issues of electoral fraud have been there and will be there until when the country will join hands and establish independent institutions to govern elections and those that cannot be influenced by anybody in the country regardless of their status. Establishing an independent electoral commission to govern elections without any influence will ensure that electoral fraud and injustices will be a thing of the past in Nigeria's governance. 
	In summation, having discussed extensively bribery, nepotism and electoral fraud in Nigeria as way to prove the level of corruption in the country, it is clear that Nigeria as a country has a long way to go in terms of curbing bribery, nepotism and electoral fraud issues. It is clear that the main cause of bribery, nepotism and electoral fraud starts with the political class as a way to ensure their people remain in power as long as they can. This has led to misappropriation of public resources where in turn they are used not as intended making most of the Nigeria citizens to leave under poverty level. Again, the Nigerian people and governance need to learn from international communities on how they drive their democracy and how far they have gone having in mind that Nigeria has more than enough resources to support democracy and fight against bribery, nepotism and electoral fraud in the country.


References
Benedict, E. T. (2019). Bribery and Corruption in Africa: Nigeria As a Case Study. Available at SSRN 3391672.
Chiamogu, A. P., & Chiamogu, U. P. Ethnic and Nepotic Issues in Nigeria: Exploring the Bane to Public Sector Performance in the Fourth Republic.
Daxecker, U., Di Salvatore, J., & Ruggeri, A. (2019). Fraud Is What People Make of It: Election Fraud, Perceived Fraud, and Protesting in Nigeria. Journal of Conflict Resolution, 0022002718824636.
Okoosi-Simbine, A. T. (2011). Corruption in Nigeria. Chapter seven.
Sutherland, E. (2018). Bribery and corruption in telecommunications–the case of Nigeria. Digital Policy, Regulation and Governance, 20(3), 244-272.
Uhara, E. E. (2014).The Effects Of Nepotism In Nigeria By Edwin Ekene Uhara. SAHARA REPORTERS. Retrieved from http://saharareporters.com/2014/01/21/effects-nepotism-nigeria-edwin-ekene-uhara


